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ROUBLES IN THE camp of 

Captain Lou Albano. First, 
Albano’s split witi Superfly 
Jimmy Snuka led to a match 
between the high-flying superstar 
and his former manager in New 
York’s Madison Square Garden, 
Then, Mr. Fuji and Mr. Saito lost 
the WWF tag team belts to Chief 
Jay and Jules Strongbow and 
Albano promptly tore up their 
contract. Albano appears to be on 
the verge of getting his affairs back 
in order, however. Albano has 
acquired the contract of 
Magnificent Muraco as well as 50 
percent of Ray Stevens’ contract from 
Fred Blassie. Rumors also persist 
that Albano will soon bring The 
Samoans back to the WWF. 


Another former tag team of 
Albano’s, The Moondogs, are on 
their way to the Georgia area under 
the management of James J. Dillon. 

“I have ruled Florida for so 
long" Dillon says, “and I have 
achieved a mastery over areas such 
as Texas and the Midwest. 1 am 
ready and able to move into 
Georgia and establish control of 
that area as well. The Moondogs 
are going to help me do this.” 

Dillon's ¢ontrol of the Florida 
area with such rulebreakers as 
King Kong Tonga, King Kong 
Mosca, John Studd, and others is 
perhaps the strongest of amy 
manager in any area of the country. 


- 
Terry Funk has had a duplicate 


of the NWA heavyweight 
championship belt made and is 
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Mr. Saito, Captain Lou Albano, and Mr. Fuji divide the purse after a successful WWF 
title defense months back. As soon as Saito and Fuji lost the title to the Strongbows, 


they were no longer of any use to Albano. 


claiming to be the one and only 
holder of the NWA title. 

“You know, I deserve a shot at 
the NWA belt more than anyone,” 

id Funk, “but Flair is afraid to 
give it to me. You know why 
Because he knows that once the 
two of us step into the wrestling 
ring, only one of us is going to walk 
out wearing the belt, and that one 
of us would be me! So all I did was 
just cut through a little red tape, 
thats all. I now have the NWA 
belt, and I'm willing to defend it 
against anyone and everyone 
including Flair himself, if he isn’t 
too afraid" 


Now Johnny Rich is getting 
involved in the feud between his 
cousin Tommy and Buzz Sawyer. 

On a recent television broadcast 
of World Championship Wrestling 
from | Georgia, Johnny Rich 
attacked Buzz Sawyer after 


viewing a film of Sawyer's brutal 


demolition of Tommy six days 
earlier, Doctors had to be called 
into the ring to tend to Tommy's 
eye during that match. Watching 
Sawyer enjoying the film enraged 
Johnny Rich to the point of 
violence. 

After attacking Sawyer, Johnny 
went into the ring to wrestle in his 
scheduled televised match, but that 
was cut short when Sawyer and 
Ivan Koloff ran into the ring. 
Koloff held Johnny while Sawyer 
took a pair of scissors and clipped 
Johnny's hair. 

Both Johnny and Tommy Rich 
have sworn vengeance for Sawyer 
and Koloff's actions. 


see 


Sir Oliver Humperdink seems 
obsessed with destroying the 
Boogie Woogic Man, Handsome 

(Continued on page 52) 








JACK BRISCO 


ONSIDERED TO BE one of 

the sport’s premier scientific 
wrestlers, Jack Brisco pleased 
many fans when he used his 
considerable wrestling skills to 
capture the Mid-Atlantic title 
from Paul Jones. Along with his 
brother, Jerry, Jack has spent 
many years feuding with another 
of wrestling's families, the Funks. 
Brisco has placed that conflict in 
the background lately and has 
been devoting his time and 
energies in an attempt to run Sir 
Oliver Humperdink and his army 
of rulebreakers out of the Mid- 
Atlantic. In this interview, Brisco 
talks about Humperdink, Paul 
Jones, and his plans for the 
immediate future. 


INTERVIEW CONDUCTED 
BY STU SAKS 


Q: Congratulations on capturing 
the Mid-Atlantic title, Jack 

A: Thank you, Stu. I worked 
very, very hard to win that 
championship and there is a 
lot more satisfaction in the 
victory than simply wearing 
the belt and having the word 
“champion” placed after my 
name. 

Q: What do you mean? 

: ' Well, it sort of knocks 
Humperdink down a peg or 
two, you know? Paul Jones is 
one of his men, and to take the 
Mid-Atlantic title away from 
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Jack Brisco is pleased to have the Mid- 


‘Atlantic belt around his waist again. 


him is like removing another 
brick from the House of 
Humperdink. You get enough 
victories like this and pretty 
soon Humperdink won't be 
able to take it any more. He'll 
have to get out of the area. 
You're quite upset about 
Humperdink, aren't you? 
Well, any wrestler with any 
kind of a sense of fair play 
would have to be. Look at the 
kinds of men he employs: 
Jones, Greg Valentine, Bad 











Bad Leroy Brown, Gene 
Anderson, Ivan Koloff, and 
Jos LeDuc. He's got all of 
these men under his control. 
He's sending LeDuc up. 
against Jimmy Valiant, he's 
got Paul Jones trying to 
regain the title from me, and 
he’s got Gene Anderson going 
after almost everybody. 

You talk about your victory 
over Paul Jones as if you 
made a major achievement in 
destroying Humperdink's 
house. 

Ina wa; 

But isn't it true that as far 
as Humperdink’s power in 
this area goes, it remains the 
same, if not stronger? After 
all, Greg Valentine just took 
the U.S. title away from 
Wahoo McDaniel, and 
Humperdink claims this 
achievement was a major 
victory for him. 

Yes, Stu, I suppose it was a 
major victory. But look, if the 
situation was that I didn't 
defeat Jones for the Mid- 
Atlantic belt, Humperdink 
would have both champion- 
ships under his control. As it 
stands now, he's only got the 
one. You have to start some- 
where, and I'm starting with 
the Mid-Atlantic title. I've 
talked to Wahoo, I know he's 
anxious for a rematch with 
(Continued on page 54) 














Chicago 
International 
Amphitheatre 
Blazes With Action 


A HISTORIC 
NIGHT OF 
WRESTLING 


VACATION WAS all I 
wanted, just a few days 
away from the office so that I 
could clear my head a little 
bit, regain some lost sanity, 
strengthen my grip on life. 

I decided to go to Chicago, 
the Windy City. I have 
relatives in Chicago, so it 
seemed like a good chance to 
get away. 

The day before I was 
Scheduled to leave, Editor- 
in-Chief Peter King called 
me into his office. “Bill, I 
know you've been looking 
forward to this vacation for 
weeks,” he told me, “but I'm 
afraid that you're going to 
have to work on Saturday 
nigh 

I groaned. For once, just 
once in my life, I wanted a 
weekend where I didn't have 
to squint through the view- 
finder of my trusty Nikon 
FM2. I realized that it was 
hopeless to argue. I was 
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RAY STEVENS VS. BOBBY HEENAN 


going to be working 
Saturday night, and that 
was that. 

What Ineverimaginedwas 
that Saturday, October 9, 
1982, would be a historic 


















KEN PATERA VS. HULK HOGAN 


night at the Chicago 
International Amphitheatre. 
The action inside the ring 
would be some of the most 
purely exciting wrestling I 
would ever have the good 
fortune to witness. Hulk 
Hogan vs. Ken Patera, Ray 
Stevens vs. Bobby Heenan, 
Baron Von Raschke vs. 
Adrian Adonis... and more. 
It was non-stop thrills. 

Most importantly, there 
was an AWA Heavyweight 
championship title change 
as Nick Bockwinkel re- 
gained the belt from Otto 
Wanz. 

That night in Chicago was 
truly a night to remember. I 
wish all of you could have 
been there, but [hope that the 
photographs on the pages 
that follow at least provide 
you with a taste and a sense 
of the action that night in 
October. It was a great one. 

—Bill Apter 











BARON VON RASCHKE 
vs. 
. ADRIAN ADONIS 











Adonis, substituting for his partner, 
Jesse Ventura, wisely applies a headlock 
low on Von Raschke's head to prevent the 
baldheaded German from slipping free 
(left). Adonis bravely withstands the 
pressure of the brain claw (above). The 
New Yorker was disqualified for 
delivering a low blow to escape the 
Baron's headlock (below) 





PHOTOS BY BILL APTER 
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— 
CRUSHER BLACKWELL & 
SHEIK ADNAN AL-KAISSIE 


Huber holds Blackwell as Zumhofe 
launches an attack from the turnbuckles. 
(above). Blackwell is ready to finish off 
Zumhofe after executing an airplane 
spin (below). 


Buzk Zumhofe's flying dropkick sends 
Blackwell reeling into the turnbuckles 
but cannot take him off his feet (left). 
Blackwell shakes off the effects of the 
kick, scoops up Zumhofe, and slams him 
to the canvas (above). The referee keeps 
an eye on Al-Kaissie as Zumhofe applies 
an armbar on Blackwell (below), 





RAY STEVENS 


vs. 
BOBBY HEENAN 


The grudge match between Stevens and former manager Heenan lived up to its violent 
expectations. Stevens starts slowly, twisting Heenan's arm (above). Soon, The 
Crippler opens up with a series of brutal rights (top right). Heenan enjoys a brief 
advantage as he grabs Stevens’ hair and rubs his face into the canvas (right). The 
referee is unable to prevent the maniacal Stevens from choking Heenan (below left). 
Somehow, the referee fails to notice Heenan's foot draped across the bottom rope as 
Stevens applies a bodypress (below right) 





AWA Tag Team Title Match 
‘GREG GAGNE & JIM BRUNZELL 
(Champions) 
vs. 

RICK MARTEL & 

BRAD RHEINGANS 


Before the match, Crusher Blackwell and Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie came into the ring to 
challenge the winners—only they couldn't wait to see who the winners would be. The 
four scheduled combatants clear the ring (above). Martel slams Greg Gagne to the 
canvas (below left). After the thrilling scientific encounter, Martel and Rheingans 
congratulate the winners (below right). 


Gagne locks up the left leg of Rheingans 
(above). Rheingans, a former Olympian, 
brings Gagne crashing to the mat with a 
suplex (below). 





HULK HOGAN 
vs. 
KEN PATERA 


Hogan brings Patera to shoulder height 
before delivering a thunderous bodyslam 
(below). The 6'8" Hulk, clubbing away at 
his helpless foe (right), was later 
disqualified for ramming Patera into the 
metal ringpost. 


This matchup of two of the strongest men. 
in wrestling history degenerated into a 
slugfest after early exchanges of power 
moves. A bloody Patera staggers on 
rubbery legs (left) after the referee stops 
Hogan's relentless right-hand 
assault (above). 





AWA Heavyweight Championship Match 


OTTO WANZ (Champion) 
vs. 


NICK BOCKWINKEL 


The majority of the AWA title match sawa 
scientific contrast between Wanzs 
European and Bockwinkel's American 
styles. Wanz goes over Bockwinkels 
shoulder to apply a reverse armbar (left) 
and then circles to the rear, forces the 
former champion to the mat, and applies 
a figure-four armbar (above). 

Bockwinkel stuns Wanz with a cross- 

bodyblock coming off the ropes to setup. 

his victory (below). Bockwinkel's 

manager is overcome with emotion as his 

champion receives the belt from AWA 

President Stanley Blackburn. Otto Wanz 

can only watch enviously (right). 











CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO: 
“Jimmy Snuka has one hell of a 
nerve turning on me. I was the one 
who brought him into the WWF, I 
was the one who made him a top 
contender, I was the one who 
taught him all he knows, I was the 
one who put him in a position of 
total power and mastery of the 


CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO 


wrestlers in the area, Iwas the one 
who got him the title shots. If it 
wasn’t for me, Snuka would be 
nothing. Now he's decided he 
wants to turn on me. Well, fine, I 
can live with that. I just hope 
Snuka knows the consequences of 
his actions, because he may not be 
able to live with them as easily as 
Ican.” 


FORMER AWA CHAMPION OTTO WANZ 


JOHNNY RICH 


OTTO WANZ: "Nick Bock 
winkel is a fine wrestler, and I 
congratulate him on regaining the 
AWA heavyweight title. I have to 
put him on notice, however, that I 
am just as determined to regain the 
belt as he was before we entered 
that rematch. I will be successful, 
and Nick Bockwinkel will be a 
contender again very, very soon." 


JOHNNY RICH: “This maniac, 
this Mad Dog Buzz Sawyer, has 
got to be put out of wrestling. He's 
been attacking my cousin Tommy 
like a bloodthirsty insane man. 
low he's gone and enlisted the aid 
of Ivan Koloff and the two of them 
cut my hair on national television. 
Sawyer always talks of humiliation, 
of pride. Well, [ll show him 
humiliation like he's never 
experienced in his life." 
'Continued on page 64) 
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" 
Above: Snuka is hopelessly outnumbered, but he still tries to fight back. Ray Stevens 
holds the Superfly as the cowardly Albano begins his assault. Albano used Snuka's 


beads to open a ghastly wound on Snuka's head. 


IT'S A MIRAC 
STILL ALI 


44 | WANT TO tell everyone 
watching right now, all 
the fans, and especially you, 
Captain Lou Albano, I'll always 
remember what you had done to 
me. Every time | turn my neck I 
feel pain. Every time | touch my 
forehead, | feel pain. That's you, 
Albano, that pain is you. It is like 
a knife being twisted inside my 
gut, again and again." 
Unblinking steely eyes 
provided a look of intensity that 
few wrestling fans have ever 
seen before. Jimmy “Superfly” 
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Snuka was speaking to the 
nation, and the pain that was 
inflicted on him by Albano via 
Ray Stevens and a pair of 
piledrivers was all channeled 
through his eyes and his words. 
Snuka was speaking to more 
than a television camera, more 
than the vast weekly gathering 
of wrestling fans. He was 
speaking to Albano directly, and 
of a lust for revenge and 
retribution that will not cease 
until it is fulfilled. 

A review of the situation is 


Stevens prepares to piledrive Snuka for 
the second time (above). Note the blood 
on the arena floor. A badly injured Snuka 
awaits medical help (right). 





certainly in order here. 
Nearly a year ago, Superfly 
Snuka entered the WWE under 
the tutelage of Captain Lou 
Albano. His nearly perfect 
physique coupled with his awe- 
inspiring aerial skills would have 
made him a quick fan favorite, 
but the fact that Albano was his 
manager prevented many fans 
from appreciating his skills. 
Slowly, however, acknowledge- 
ment of those skills began to 
grow. People soon realized that 
(Continued on page 56) 


PHOTOS BY GREG NAPOLI 











For months, Jimmy Snuka wrestled under the tutelage 
of Captain Lou Albano. It soon became evident that he 
was dissatisfied with Albano, and the cause of this 
problem was found to be Albano’s financial 
mismanagement of Snuka’s career. Snuka wanted, to 
break away from Albano, but the Captain wanted to 
make sure that if Snuka left, he would carry with him 
some pain to remember him by 
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HEN YOU CAN have it 
all, you lose track of 
what matters most. 

Mil Mascaras is one of the 
blessed. Success seems to be 
his divine right. He excels in 
so many areas, his interests 
are so widespread, it would 
take a whole book just to 
outline his various careers. 
Most people would think Mil 
Mascaras enjoys the best of 
all possible worlds. 

Most people are wrong. 

More than anything else, 
Mil Mascaras wants to be 
remembered as a great 
wrestling champion. He longs 
for the fame that will last 
generations. This isn't a 
matter of ego. Mascaras is a 
man with a mission. 

“| have a great respon- 
sibility,” Mil believes, "and | 
can't afford to ignore it. I've 








been given the tools to be a 
great wrestler. | have to live 
up to my potential. Not for 

myself, but for my people. 
"For too long, the Mexican 
people have been without a 
hero. In other sports, and in 
wrestling, other nationalities 
can claim the best athletes, It 
hurts a people's pride not to 
be able to point outa hero and 
say, 'He is from my country." 
"Fate has given me the 
abilities to corrett that. | have 
the chance to be exceptional, 
one of the greats. I'm not 
bragging. It's a fact that! have 
no control over. It’s like 
bragging you have brown 

eyes or blue eyes.” 
What is important is whata 
Mil Mascaras drives his fists into Bull man does with his abilities. 
Ramos’ forehead (left). Ramos flips There are times | think I've 
Mascaras as he bounds off the ropes squandered mine. There have 
ress e takes back the been too many interests 
outside wrestling. I've got to 
concentrate on wrestling. Too 
many things have come easy 
-e 

"I've got to sharpen my 








Remembering can be a painful prospect. ^ is it’s going to be a long 
Mil Mascaras is often climb back to where | feel I'm 
forced into remembering. He must at my best. Nothing but top 


i form will do. I've given up all 
recall the past, the way it my other business interests. 


was when that brilliant career Life has been good to me. It's 
first lit up the world about time I did something to 
make life better for 

everyone.” 

Mil has never been one to 
take the easy way out. Instead 
of choosing opponents whom 
he’s almost sure todefeat, his 
first challenge went out to 
Bull Ramos. Where Ramos is 
concerned, nothing is certain 
except havoc. 

Most of Mil's friends 
begged him not to take the 
match. Ramos hates Mil. Bull 
has never forgotten that Mil's 
first important victory was 
against him 
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“1 should've squashed him 
then,” he insists. “Instead, | 
took him lightly. Who can take 
Some masked bozo seriously? 
| could've broken his spirit. 
That would've finished the 
masked clown before he 
began. Now, they call him 
great. Some morons call him 
greater than me. | won't 
take that. 

“| didn't squash him then 
Ill squash him now.” 

When Ramos is on the 
warpath, someone usually 
winds up in the hospital 

Why did Mascaras choose 
Ramos? “Defeating him was 
my first real victory. If I'm 
really starting over again, 
why not start with the man 
who got me started years 


Above: Ramos 
chokes Mascaras 
with a strap. Right: 
Ramos tries to 
ward off Mascaras’ 
descent from the 
top turnbuckle. 


Mascaras sends Ramos crashing to 
the mat with a backflip. Mascaras’ 
first major victory was over Ramos 
and neither wrestler has forgotten 
that fact. 


ago? It's symbolic.” 

Mil's friends didn’t buy 
that. They knew he'd choose 
Ramos because Bull is one of 
the toughest guys around. Mil 
had to prove to himself he 
could take a man like Ramos. 
It was to be a trial by ordeal. If 
Mil could be great in this 
match, he'd be confident of 
being great all the time. 

Mil's friends didn't think 
Mil needed that kind of 
struggle. Ramos hasa habit of 
making even the best look 
bad. They begged Mil to take 
another opponent. They 
named several top grapplers, 
all suited to give Mil a rough 
contest. Mil stuck with 


Ramos. The masked grappler 
had to prove something to 
himself. 

The night of the match, Mil 


didn't seem overly tense. He 
talked easily with friends. No 
one could guess that within 
the hour his entire career 
might be decided. 

Neither did Ramos show 
any signs that this match was 
special. Like he always does, 
Bull kicked in a garbage can 
and made a security guard 
run for cover. 

Finally, the moment 
arrived. Ramos strutted out to 
the ring. He sneered at the 
booing fans. When he 
climbed through the ropes, 
Ramos rushed to his corner. 
He was impatient to begin. 

Then Mil walked out. 
Majestic in his cape, he 
acknowledged the cheers of 
the fans. He entered the ring 
with cool confidence. This 
was a professional at the 
height of his powers. 

The bell rang. The match 
began. Perhaps it would be 
more accurate to say war 

(Continued on page 62) 











WRESTLING 
SUPERSTARS 
ANSWER 
YOUR MOST 
PERSONAL 
QUESTIONS 


OU SEE THEM on television and in the 
arenas. You know them as superb athletes and 
brave warriors in sport’s most brutal activity. They 
seem bigger than 
people you know. 





fe, somehow different from the 





TED DiBIASE 


Yet, wrestlers have many of the same dreams. 
plans, and worries as the rest of us. To get to kaem 
this other side of five top wrestlers—Tommy Rich. 
Jimmy Snuka, Rick Martel, Ted DiBiase, and Ric 
Flair—we decided to ask them personal questions 
about their lives outside the ring. 

We were amazed how readily the wrestlers 
accepted our invitation to participate in this type of 
article. As Tommy Rich told us, “Too often, people 
think we should be treated differently than anyone 
else. At times, I feel being famous makes me 
somehow less of a human being, as if 1 somehow 
don't belong with everyone else. This will give me a 
chance to show that wrestlers are just like the rest of 
the world. Will I do the interview? Heck, I'd pay to 
do it" 

What you will read on the following pages will be 
different than anything you have ever read in a 
wrestling magazine. Some of it may make you 
laugh, or cry, make you angry or make you proud. It 
will certainly change how you look at wrestlers forever. 





JIMMY SNUKA 








= TO VM Y RICH m— uu: 


A: 


"EVERY FRIEND IS A RIVAL” 


Whats the hardest thing 
about being a professional 
wrestler? 

The travel, without a doubt. 
When I first began, I thought 
it would be romantic to travel 


all over the world, owning no 
more than you could put ina 
Suitcase. Free as a bird and 
getting paid for it. Then I 
began to wonder how long 
had it been since I'd been 


somewhere that was more 
than someplace to wrestle. 

So what can you do about it? 
Not much. You can start 
planning your schedule better, 
try to find some time for 


Tommy "Wildfire" Rich is a practical man. He understands that there are times in 
professional wrestling when you may have to wrestle a friend like Michael Hayes in 
order to further your standing in the ratings. 
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home, but that never adds up 
to more than good intentions, 
The travel is just a sacrifice 
you make when you want to 
bea wrestler. 

Must be tough on having a 
homelife. 

You bet. That's why I shake 
my head sometimes when I see 
women in the arena who want 
io marry wrestlers. They 
have no idea what they're 
asking for—a husband who's 
rarely home, one who's often 
injured when he is home, a 
man obsessed with a sport 
that is all demanding, and 
the woman leads a life that is 
horribly lone 
Sounds like a tough way to 
live 

There åre a lot of tough ways 
to make a living. Hell, being a 
coalminer is more dangerous; 
1 know a number of business 
executives who travel as 
much as I do; and with so 
many people out of work, I'm 
incredibly lucky to be earning 
3 great living. I'm not com- 
plaining by a long shot. We 
all make our compromises 
with life. 

It sounds like you made your 
peace with lif. Did you 
always have that attitude? 
You know better than that. 
Remember those few months 
a while back when I was a 
rulebreaker? I felt there was 
no profession harder than 
being a professional wrestler. 
If 1 was going to make these 
sacrifices, then I could do 
whatever I wanted. | think 
tvery professional wrestler 
gets weary at some time and 
decides he's bigger than the 
sport. I was lucky that a lot 
of good friends made it their 
business to set me straight 
This isn’t a sport that allows 
many friendships to develop, 
so I was doubly blessed 

Why can't friendships develop 
in wrestling? 











In the ring, Tommy 
completely separate from 
has many friends who are pr 
wrestled several times in brutal matches, is nc 


A: 





We're all doing our best to 
get the same prize, and we 
all know only one of us can get 
it. Every friend is also a rival. 
No matter how close you are 
to another wrestler, you can 
never totally forget that if he 
succeeds, you fail. 

So your best friends would 
have to be those who aren't 





A: 


EE E in 


Rich is all business. His attitude toward wrestling remains 
attitude toward wrestlers as friends. Indeed, Wildfire 
'ofessional wrestlers. Stan Hansen, a man Tommy has 


ot one of them. 
wrestlers. 
It's difficult to explain. My 
closest friends are wrestlers, 
but at the same time I don't let 
myself forget that we could be 
enemies tomorrow. 1 think 
unless you're in this position, 
it's impossible to understand. 
No one said life was going to 
be casy. 


41 





RICK MARTEL soe 


“WOMEN’S CHEERS 
ARE LIKE AN INJECTION OF ENERGY” 


Do you enjoy being con- 
sidered one of the sexiest 
wrestlers? 

Sure. I don't expect it to 
change my life any, but it's 
nice to know. 

Why do you think women 
find you so attractive? 

Who knows? I've never met a 
man who knew why women 
think a man is sexy. At the 
same time, I've never met a 
woman who really knew why 
men think a certain woman is 
sexy. I would like to think it 
has something to do with 
what I am as a person, that 
women sense something 
decent about me that they 
find attractive. 

Has it helped your career? 
Not at all. No, that’s not 
true, In the beginning, I think 
it was easier for me to get 
matches because promoters 
knew I appealed 

fans. After the 

matches, though, it was my 
athletic ability that counted 
There are a lot of guys 
better looking than me 
who never get out of the 
preliminaries. 


From the very start of his career, Martel has had a very special rapport 
with all his fans. Whenever possible, Martel will take the time to sign 
autographs. 








Q: 








Early in his career, Martel was taken lightly by opponents who thought he had made it 
to the pro ranks on looks alone. Nobody (including Jesse Ventura, above) takes Martel 


lightly anymore. 


Has being handsome 
hindered your career in any 
way? 

No. In fact, it helped me win 
in the beginning. Many of my 
opponents thought of me only 
as a pretty boy and didn’t take 
me seriously. I got a lot of 
victories in the, beginning of 
my career over top grapplers 
who thought I was going to be 
a pushover. They didn't train, 
they didn't prepare any new 
strategies, and they never 
knew what beat them. 

Are any wrestlers jealous of 
your popularity with women 
fans? 

No, because wrestlers are 
ioo egotistical to believe 








A: 


anyone is more popular than 
they. Also, I can't think of a 
single wrestler who wouldn't 
trade all the female fan mail 
in the world for a title belt 
That sort of thing really isn't 
that important to wrestlers. 
Is it important to you? 

All my fans are important to 
me. I know this sounds corny 
but I wrestle best when I hear 
the fans cheering forme. And 
I can hear a real difference in 
the way women cheer and the 
way men cheer. Maybe it's 
because they think I'm sexy, 
but women’s cheers are more 
powerful, more exciting 
Women’s cheers are like an 
injection of energy through 











A: 





my ears. If I didn't know it 
was true, I'd think this sounds 
silly. But it's true. 

Do you find it hard to make 
friendships outside of wres- 
tling because people look 
upon you as somehow 
different, being a professional 
wrestler? i 
1 am different being a pro- 
fessional wrestler. Also, I 
think pcople should react to. 
me as a professional wrestler; 
it’s the most important part 
of my life. If they didn't 
understand that, they won't 
understand me. My friends 
outside wrestling understand 
this, and I'm lucky to have 
many close friends. 
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“I DON'T CARE WHAT 
ANYBODY THINKS OF ME" 


been a tough year for you. Q: How did you learn? that it took me too long to 
Yeah. I've learned to live A: Trial and error. | went realize that friendship doesn't 
without fans, friends, and through some very painful mean a thing in this business. 
some other things I didn’t think experiences I don't want to Most wrestlers say friend- 
1 could live without. talk about in detail. Leave it ships‘in the business are close 


DiBiase was always among the most popular men in the sport when he wrestled such 
men as Dory Funk Jr. But when he began to feel success wasn't coming fast enough, 
he changed his entire attitude toward the sport and the fans. 








Q: 














but not lasting. 

From now on, my friend- 
ships will be nonexistent. 
You seem very bitter. 

You bet your life I'm bitter. 
For laughs, I occasionally 
look at some of my old fan 
mail. These “fans forever” are 
the same ones who are booing 
me now. That's how much 
loyalty means to wrestling 
fans 

They might contend that 
you've changed. 

They said they loved me. As 
far as I'm concerned, if you 
love somebody, youstick with 
them through fire. It isn't 
an emotion that you change 
like a pair of socks. 

At one time, you were among 
the favorites of women fans. 
Has this changed much? 

The women have been more 
loyal. than the men, but not 
by a hell of a whole lot. Most 
of the women beg me to once 
again befriend Junkyard Dog 
and others like him. They 
can keep their advice to 
themselves. 

Of all the wrestlers, you 
seemed to enjoy the fans the 
most. It seems a pity 

Never use the word "pity" 
around me. Never. 

Sorry. Is it fair to say that for 
you the fun has gone out of 
wrestling? 

Thats fair. Wrestling is a 
business for me now. I'm 
interested only in success 
Wrestling is work for me now 
I take it too seriously to worry 
about fun. 

Do you ever regret no longer. 
being known as a scientific 
wrestler? 

I dor't think about it. 

That seems hard to believe. 
Tough! I don't think about it! 
Leave it at that! 

Has this change in your 
career been tough on your 
personal relationships out- 
side wrestling? 











The worst fears of the fans were realized when DiBiase was instantly rewarded for his 
change to rulebreaker by winning the North American title from Junkyard Dog. The 
chances of DiBiase coming back to the scientific fold now are very slight. 


A: Td like to keep that private. 
And what } like, I do. 

Q: Other wrestlers refer to you 
now as a loner. Would your 
acquaintances outside wres- 
tling say the same thing? 

A: I don’t care what anybody 
thinks of me. 1 don’t care. I 





used to care. I used to be 
a chump. 

Is there anything 
1o tell your fans? 
No. I wish there was some- 
thing I could tell them, some- 
how make them understand, 
but I can't 


you'd like 
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*I LIKE MYSELF A LOT MORE NOW” 


 Youve come a long way 

since your boyhood in the 
Fiji Islands. Do you ever look 
back and wonder how it 
happened? 
Not really. 1 wasn’t an over- 
night wonder. I got where lam 
by slow hard work. I 
remember every step up the 
ladder. Luck had nothing to 
do with it. I never look back 
and marvel at my success. I 
earned every bit of it the 
hard way 
You've recently gone from 
being hated by the fans to 
being adored by the fans. Has 
that changed your life? 
Its made it a lot better. It's a 
thrill to-walk into the arena 
and hear them cheer. Boos used 
to give me energy because I 
got angry. But 1 realize now 
that anger is really weakening. 
Feeling I belong and 
knowing that people care 
about my success is much 
better for me personally and 
professionally 
Can you give usan example of 
how it's helped you 

Since is arrival in the WHF, Jimmy Snuka bas wrested im matches against profescionally? 

rulebreakers and scientific wrestlers. Itwas when he began givingmenlikeTonyGarea 4. aay, Wen d 

Clean breaks during matches that his troubles with Alano grew. t i ud ir, e En e 
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area and led him quickly up the ladder of contention. Snuk 
however, and Albano was unwilling to provide him with the 


excited. I can tell by the sound 
of their shouts how well I'm 
doing. Sometimes, you can 
fool yourself into thinking 
you're doing well when 
actually you're going into the 
ground. But the fans can see 
this and their cheers reflect 
this. It's like having 
thousands of managers 
helping you in the ring. 

And how has it helped you 
personally? 

Two ways. First; I like myself 
a lot more now. When you 
take on the world, you're also 
at war with yourself. Second, 
1 trust people more now, I'm 
more open. So it’s easy for 
me to make friends. Its a 


Q: 


I-proclaimed "Guiding Light,” brought Snuka into the WWF 


great world. and now I'm able 
to enjoy it 

Has the attention women 
have been paying you affected 
you in any way? 

Of course—and it’s all to the 
good. Look. it takes work to 
keep in shape. Every so often, 
you think it won't hurt if 
you're just a little out of 
shape. Then some wonderful 
lady looks at you with her 
eyes shining and it gives you 
a reason to stay in shape. 
Women are wonderful that 
way. Just a smile from one 
can keep you in training for 
weeks, 

You seem more relaxed now 
than ever before. 


a needed room to grow, 
at freedom 


A: 


I am. These last few months 
have been the best of my life, 
Im happy about myself 
personally and professionally. 
There are so many wrong 
directions on the way to the 
top. and I've taken most of 
them. Today, I'm headed in 
the right direction, going 
with people I admire and 
trust. Not only is wrestling 
fun, but life is fun. 

Are there any hardships for 
you? 

Not really. 1 mean, nothing 
is perfect, but I can't 
complain. I'm getting paid 
very well to do what I want. 
You can't have it much better 
than that. 
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“NO. MATTER WHAT THE SACRIFICE, 
I HAVE TO STAY CHAMPION” 


Ric Flair likes to live life in the fast lane, but the rigors of being NWA heavyweight 
champion provide him with little opportunity to enjoy free time partying with 
good friends. 
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Has being champion changed 
your life? 

Yeah. All of a sudden, life got 
serious, I can't party as much 
as I once did. Things are more 
serious all around. I used to 
hang out with some people 
who figured tomorrow would 
take care of itself. I don't have 
that option anymore. I have 
to take care of tomorrow. 
Do you miss your former life? 
Every time I have to go to bed 
carly. I don't want to be 
serious. 1 figured being 
champion would give me the. 
good life. Instead, it gave me 
the monk's life. 

Have you ever considered 
retiring? 

A wrestler would never ask 
me that question. The NWA 
belt is like air and food to 
me; I need it to feel alive. I 
couldn't give it up. No matter 
what the sacrifice, I hàve to 
stay champion. 

Being champion still doesn't 
sound like the best thing that 
ever happened to you. 

It's the difference between 
need and want, I want to 














A: 








For Ric Flair, the NWA championship comes before anything else in his life. Defending 
the title against competitors like Mr. Wrestling II night after night can be an intense 
physical and psychological drain on a man. 


party, behave foolishly, and 
do things some people might 
think are against my better 
interests. At the same time, I 
need to be NWA champi 
My entire life is focused 
around that. Anything else 
isn't even a consideration 

Do you have any time for 
relaxation? 

Not really. Everything 
revolves around being NWA 
champion. 

Do you have any time for 
friends 
Not much. | have some 
friends who are willing to put 
up with having a parttime 
friend. 1 can’t be much of a 








friend, because I don't have 
the time or energy to get 
involved with someone else's 
problems. I can't afford that 
Yet you're usually seen in a 
crowd. 

Those are the people who 
always hang around a 
champion. They do small 
favors, tell me how great I am. 
and bask in my reflected 
glory. It makes them happy 
They're not friends. They 
know that 

It sounds like a lonely life. 

It is. Well, maybe it would 
be more accurate to say Fm 
alone rather than lonely 
How would you describe your 





Q: 
A: 





relationship with the fans? 
It changes from day to day 
They sense I don't need them 
and that irritates them. Now 
some guys really need fans 
and other guys say they 
nced fans to make them more 
popular. I never needed fans. 
I just need people who pay 
money to see me wrestle. 

Is there anyone you need? 
No one I'd want to talk about. 
If there was someone, I 
wouldn't want them to know 
it. Needing is the first step on 
the road to slavery 

You need the NWA belt. 
And I’m its slave 100 
percent. o 
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GRAPEVINE 





(Continued trom Page 10) 


Jimmy Valiant. 

For several months, Humper- 
dink took advantage of Valiant’s 
open contract by sending Ivan 
Koloff against him night after 
night. In every match in every city 
that Valiant appeared, Koloff was 
there to attempt to maim; cripple, 
and ultimately run Valiant out 
of wrestling. 

Humperdink is not relenting in 
his attack. Now he's sending Jos 
LeDuc after Valiant, and LeDuc is 





bullpen. Valiant won't even 
chance to regain his breath 





ve 


The Fabulous 
are back! 

In 1962, the original Kangaroos 
consisted of Roy Heffernan and AL 
Costello managed by Wild Red 
Berry. Now, 20 years later, Al 
Costello, has taken the helm of 
management and Don Kent and 
Johnny Heffernan (Roy’s nephew) 


Kangaroos 











The new Kangaroos, Johnny Heffernan, Don Kent, and manager Al Costello, celebrate a 
victory the way the Kangaroos have been doing it for 20 years. Costello is planning a 


world tour for this quality tag team. 

as determined as Koloff ever was. 
Nevertheless, Valiant is handling 
the pressure well, and so far he has 
been successful in turning aside 
LeDuc's challenge. 

T don't care how far Valiant 
runs,” says Humperdink, “LeDue 
will follow him to the ends of the 
Earth. And if by some freak chance 
Valiant is able to outlast LeDuc 
like he did Koloff, I've got 
someone, else warming up in the 




















are doing the wrestling. 

“We were successful when I was 
wrestling as a Kangaroo.” said 
Costello. “and as a manager I'm 
hoping to bring the same level of 
success to the team we had in the 
old days." 

The Kangaroos are now 
wrestling in the Florida area, and 
Costello hopes that the team will 
soon be ready for a nationwide 
tour. a 
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| 
| As Mid-Atlantic champion, „Brisco has 
had to face such rugged challengers to 
his title as Sgt. Slaughter (above and 
below). Slaughter, a master of the 
dreaded cobra clutch, has publicly sworn 
that he will capture the title from Brisco. 


Valentine, and I'm confident 
that he'll regain the title, 

perhaps even by the time this 
interview reaches the fans. 1 





SUPERSTAR INTERVIEW 


(Continued from Page 20) 


hope so. Wahoo is a great 
wrestler, a fine man, and a 
deserving champion. 1 would 
much rather see him as the 
U.S. champion than Gr 
Valentine. 
And wha 
Funk Jr.? 
What about the slime? 

Well, as we speak, Dory has 
just followed you to the Mid- 
Atlantic, and it looks as if that 
feud might explode again 
What have y 
about that? 
All I can say is poor, poor 
Dory. I mean, just look at 
him. He can't even wrestle for 
himself. He's so obsessed with 
me, he's so obsessed with the 
excellence represented by the 
Brisco name, that he has to 
follow me everywhere I go 
and hound me like a dog. 

He can't livea life on his own, 
he has to follow me, has to 
live in my shadow. If that's 
how he wants to live, well, 
that's his own business. I for 
one really feel sorry for him, 
and if he comes after me, if 
he’s serious about wrestling 
me again, I'll sign a contract 


about Dory 


ou got to say 














ae eene VICTORY SPORTS BACK ISSUES | 


anytime. He wants to sign his 
own death warrant? Fine, I'll 
be happy to hand him the pen. 
Q: And do you have anything 
to say about Ric Flair? 

A: Yes. As you know, Stu, I've 
held the NWA championship 
twice. Once I defeated Harlev 
Race, and once I defeated the 
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Slaughter attack pn Brisco's title has 
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Snuka Is Savaged By Albano 


(Continued from Page 34) 


Snuka, in and of himself, is an 
extremely talented wrestler. It 
was Albano, however, who 
prevented Snuka from realizing 
his full potential in the WWF. 

Fan support for Snuka grewas 
the months passed. Albano 
enjoyed this growing support 
but didn't realize that it was in 
spite of him—not because of 
him—that Snuka was growing 
in popularity. 

Then a strange thing 
happened: Snuka began 
providing his opponents with 


|| clean breaks during matches. It 


was obvious that he was openly 
contradicting the orders of 
Albano. During televised 
interviews, Snuka looked as if he 
wanted to open his mouth and 
talk, but he was holding him- 
Self back 

Until the November 1982 
issue of Inside Wrestling. In that 
magazine, Managing Editor Bill 
Apter conducted a lengthy 
interview with the Fiji native. In 
that interview, Snuka spoke for 
the first time about his financial 
situation, how Albano was 
handling every cent of his 


Buddy Rogers comes to Snuka's aid 
(above), averting what otherwise could 
have been a tragedy. A graphic close-up 
clearly shows the huge amount of blood 
Snuka lost (below). Rogers comforts 
Snuka as the Superfly is placed on the. 
stretcher (right). It was Rogers’ quick 
thinking that saved Snuka's life. 


money, and how Albano seemed 
to have no records, no 
bankbooks, no money for Snuka 
at all. 

Snuka decided to break from 
Albano, and he turned to Buddy 
Rogers for help. Rogers himself 
investigated the financial 
arrangements between Snuka 
and Albano and discovered that. 
in fact no contract was ever 
signed. Snuka was a free man. 

Rogers said he would consider 
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Snuka Is Savaged By Albano 


(Continued trom Page 57) 


remained was a sickening sight 
indeed: Snuka bloodied and 
helpless on the floor. Wounds 
that would require several 
stitches were opened on his 
head, and his neck was twisted 
and jolted into a painful 
caricature of what a normal, 
healthy neck ought to be. 

Aided by Buddy Rogers and 
Arnold Skoaland, Snuka was 
carried to an ambulance where 
he was taken to a local hospital 
io receive treatment for his 
injuries. 

As Snuka lay in that hospital 
bed, unable to strike back at the 
men who savaged him, the 
hatred and the frustration grew. 
Along with that hatred and 
frustration, the determination to 
settle the score also grew. 

He would make Albano pay. 
Not only for the pain of the 
piledrivers—that pain would 
eventually pass—but for a 
deeper pain. There was the pain 
of being cheated and abused by 
a manager whom he trusted for 
nearly a year. There was the 


Snuka leaves the arena under his own 
power, accompanied by Rogers and 
Arold Skoaland (above). It's torture 
even getting into a car (below). Snuka was 
rushed to a nearby hospital 


pain of discovering how that 
manager swindled him out of 
thousands and thousands 
of dollars. 

Yes, it is a miracle that Snuka 
is still alive after that horrible 
three-on-one attack . . . but it will 
be an even greater miracle if 
Captain Lou Albano survives to 
ever do anything like that 
again. o 
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MIL MASCARAS 


(Continued from Page 38) 


Ramos, strangling Mascaras with a leather strap, does not seem to understand what 
the referee is warning him about. Mascaras won't resort to rulebreaking, and his 


‘opponents know to exploit that fact. 


was declared. 

With savage fury, Ramos 
rushed at his opponent. With 
brilliant skill, Mascaras 
forced him to retreat. Then 
Mil mounted an attack of 
his own. 

Itwasa superb exhibition of 
wrestling virtuosity. Mascaras 
was all over the ring, perfectly 
balancing his flying maneu- 
vers with remarkable displays 


of strength. Most would have 
fallen to the assault 
Somehow, Bull kept on 
coming. 

However, Ramos’ desper- 
ation was becoming evident. 
He no longer tried to hide his 
illegal tactics. He didn't care 
who saw what was happening 
He wanted -blood. It had 
nothing to do with wrestling. 
Ramos reduced the battle to 











With the proper use of leverage, Mascaras 
shows the fans how to handle a man as 
large as Ramos. 


an animalistic struggle. 

Finally, the referee dis- 
qualified Ramos and awarded 
the ‘match 'to Mascaras. 
Ramos was enraged but 
helpless to change anything 
He had lost. Mascaras raised 
his arms in victory as Ramos 
stormed back to the dressing 
room 

Afterwards, Mil's friends 
gathered round to congratulate 
the winner. They proclaimed 
this to be Mil's first step to the 
title. Mil smiled and thanked 
them. 

Weary, Mil nodded his 
thanks. Ramos' tactics had 
taken their toll. Almost every 
muscle in Mil's body ached. 
As his friends left, he kept 
recalling that this was only 
the first step 

There was still a long, long 
way to go. There would be 
pain every step of the way. O 
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T-SHIRT 


The famous Pro Wrestling Illustrated T-shirt—the some 
shirt worn by some of wrestling's top superstars—is now available 
to wrestling fons, too. These high-quality, silk-screened shirts 
are'a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton and 50% long-wearing 
polyester. The official Pro Wrestling Illustrated T-shirt comes 
in crimson-red with white lettering. Only $7 each. 
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daily exercise to stay healthy and 
Rel young. A good brisk walk, about 
an hour a day, is the safest, most ef- 
fective way to stay ph Its 
pleasant and fun, and it 
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QUOTEBOOK 


(Continued trom Page 33) 


TIGER MASK 


TIGER MASK: “I love the fans in 
the United States. They have been 
so good to me during my few trips 
to that country, and I wish that I 
could defend the WWE and NWA 
junior heavyweight titles more 


often on those shores. But Japan is 
my homeland, and lam afraid that I 
must wrestle for my people first 
and foremost. I do hope, though, 
to wrestle more in America in 
the future." 





SUPERSTAR GRAHAM: “Poor 
little Bobby Backlund. He knows. 
he is finished, he knows that the 
end is near. I have uncovered the 
Achilles heel, the soft underbelly, 
F the one weak spot in Bobby 





SUPERSTAR BILLY GRAHAM 


Backlund’s attack. I will exploit 
that weak spot until sooner or later 
I regain the title. Backlund's days 
are numbered. He knows it and 
he's running scared." 


HULK HOGAN: “Now that Nick 
Bockwinkel is champion again, I 
suppose he's going to continue 
denying me title shots in the future 
the same way he denied title shots 





HULK HOGAN 
to me in the past. Well, Pm going to 


take my case all the way to the top, 
all the way to the AWA com. 





missioners themselves. Bock. 
winkel will have to give me a 
title shot.” 
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